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Agricultural Research Partnership Strengthened 
  
IFAD Joins World Bank, FAO, and UNDP as CGIAR Co-Sponsor 
 
WASHINGTON, DC, November 2, 2001— International efforts to improve agricultural 
development in developing countries received a boost this week when the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), a United Nations agency, joined the 
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) as a co-sponsor. 
 
“Agricultural research provides the driving force for rural productivity increases in 
developing countries,” says Ian Johnson, World Bank Vice President and CGIAR 
Chairman.  “With IFAD coming on board as a co-sponsor, the CGIAR considerably 
strengthens the global partnership in the fight against hunger, malnutrition, poverty and 
environmental degradation.” 
 
The announcement was unanimously endorsed at the CGIAR’s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) held at World Bank headquarters in Washington, DC, October 30-November 1, 
2001. More than 450 of the world’s top agricultural policymakers, scientists, researchers, 
and policymakers from all over the world, including private sector and civil society 
representatives participated in the AGM. 
 
“IFAD attaches great importance to investments in agricultural and poverty-related 
research for development,” says Lennart Båge, President, IFAD.  “We have a long 
tradition of supporting CGIAR research, and are happy to elevate our partnership by 
joining them as a co-sponsor.”  
 
As co-sponsor, IFAD will have a greater role in CGIAR governance and enhance the 
international character and status of CGIAR operations.  IFAD joined the CGIAR as a 
member in 1979, and has since contributed more than $100 million to CGIAR research 
programs. 
  
The CGIAR is an association of 58 public ands private members who support a system of 
16 international agricultural research centers known as the Future Harvest Centers.  Other 
co-sponsors are the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and the World Bank. More than 8,500 
CGIAR scientists and scientific staff work in more than 100 countries around the world, 
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harnessing the best of cutting-edge science to increase food security, reduce poverty, and 
protect the global environment.  The results of CGIAR research are ‘public goods,’ that 
are freely available to all. 
 
IFAD is a specialized agency of the United Nations and an International Financial 
Institution with the specific mandate of combating rural hunger and poverty in the most 
disadvantaged regions of the world. Since 1978 IFAD has financed 584 projects in 114 
recipient countries for a total commitment of approximately $7.2 billion in loans and 
grants. Through these projects, over 260 million rural people have had a chance to move 
out of poverty on a sustainable basis. IFAD makes the greater part of its resources 
available to low-income countries on very favorable terms, with up to 40 years for 
repayment and including a grace period of up to 10 years and a service charge of 0.75 
percent per year. 
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